0.E. Mathematics in other cultures

We have already mentioned that “All cultures have had some form of mathematics or pre —
mathematics,” but in a 10 week course it is necessary to emphasize cultures which have had
the greatest impact on the development of mathematics. Here are some references which
discuss noteworthy mathematical insights from a few other cultures. The first reference is the
most general and accessible, while the final reference is a scholarly treatise with extensive
bibliographic footnotes.
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The term ethnomathematics refers to study of mathematical ideas in all cultures, with particular attention
to those which had not received much attention before the past 40 — 50 years. There is a wide range of
opinions about the extent to which material from ethnomathematics should be presented in elementary
and secondary school mathematics courses, but such issues are beyond the scope of a course on the
history of mathematics.



